
Minutes of Compton Bishop Parish Council Meeting held on July 8
th

 2009 at Cross Memorial Hall  

Present: Parish Councillors Farley (Chairman), Mrs. Rix, Parker, Rolfe Warner, and Windmill; Paul Passey (Parish 

Clerk). 
Public Participation:   The council was invited to consider an appeal for funding being made by a local athlete to 

support her attendance at a competition in America. 

The local representative of Farm Watch drew members’ attention to the existence and purpose of the organisation 

and reported a theft of farm machinery from a farm in the parish. 
 

1. Apologies for absence:   Cllr Byrne had apologised to the Chairman through a third party for his absence and this 

was accepted 

 

2. Approval of minutes:   The monthly meeting held on June 10th 2009 were unanimously approved by those 

present at that meeting and were signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

 

3. Members’ Declarations of Interest:    

Cllr Parker declared personal interest in all matters relating to Cllr Byrne. 

Cllr Rolfe declared personal interest in all matters relating to Cllr Byrne. 

Cllr Farley declared personal interest in all matters relating to Cllr Byrne and in item 12 on the agenda. 

Cllr Windmill declared personal interest in item 12 on the agenda 

Cllr Mrs Rix declared personal interest in item 12 on the agenda 

 

4. Matters arising:    

4.1. In respect of item 4.2 of the previous minutes Cllr Parker asked if there was any further information on 

action likely to be taken by Sedgemoor District Council (SDC) Chief Executive Kerry Rickards involving 

the Standards Board for England.   The Chairman said that no further action could be expected and members 

accepted this situation. 

4.2. In respect of item 4.4 of the previous minutes, Cllr Windmill asked if the Chairman had managed to obtain a 

copy of a model Public Sector Equality policy from Somerset Association of Local Councils (SALC).   This 

had not yet been arranged and the clerk was asked to contact SALC for such a document. 

4.3. In respect of item 12.2 of the previous minutes, Cllr Windmill asked if any further action had been taken in 

respect of the Small Claims Court.   The Chairman explained the situation that there was no realistic prospect 

of further progress without some acceptance of liability by Cllr Byrne, which so far was not forthcoming. 

5. Finance: 
5.1. Monthly reconciliation:   Subject to an amendment to the “carried forward” figure in the Community 

Account and consequent adjustments, the Council RESOLVED unanimously to approve the monthly 

reconciliation to 25th. June 2009 presented by the clerk.   The forward position is set out below: 

 

Asset balances at 25
th 

June 

Business Money Manager   £1,471.89 

Community Account   £3,012.63 

Less uncleared cheques (2)      £125.00 
    TOTAL   £4,359.52 

 
5.2. Payments due: Council RESOLVED that all payments due and listed below should be made: 

Clerk’s  salary etc. (Salary claimed at Scale Pt19)    £188.07 

Clerk’s salary adjustment (9 weeks of difference between Pt18 & Pt 19) £13.77 

Cross Memorial Hall       £81.00 

 

It was RESOLVED that on receipt of an invoice from Cheddar Signs Ltd. For work at Kennel Lane, this 

should be paid up to a maximum of £160.00. 

 
5.3. Future Projects and grants:   It was RESOLVED that the Chairman should write to local landowners 

explaining the council’s wish to investigate the provision of a children’s play area and/or allotments.   They 

would be invited to sell, make available or lease land for this purpose.   It was considered that these two 

projects stood more chance of grant funding than possible improvements to Public Rights of Way (PROW).   

The clerk was to continue to press SDC (Mrs Carol Ensor) for information in respect of available grants and 

the necessary application procedures.   

Cllr. Parker offered to draw up an outline Action Plan in respect of a possible new pathway from 

Axbridge to Cross using existing PROW’s and the roadside verge.   This was accepted as a first step. 

 

6. Planning: 

6.1. The Council noted comments made by the Planning Advisory Group to SDC in response to a request for 

views on a proposal by the Caravan Club to certificate a “5-van site” at Southcroft Farm, Cross Lane.   

Whilst this was not a planning application the council had been invited by SDC to respond.   The members 

confirmed support for the Group’s comments that such a certification raised a number of serious concerns.   



It was recognised that the Caravan Club, for the purposes of certification was exempt from seeking planning 

permission. 

6.2. Councillors noted the decision by SDC to refuse development permission for land to the rear of Wavering 

Down House.   This would have been the second dwelling on land to the north of the existing property. 

 

7. Environment: There were no reports. 

7.1. Council noted that the “Hanging Basket” competition was underway. 

 

8. Highways: 
8.1. A38 issues:   The Council noted a response letter from Somerset County Council (SCC) Highways (Mrs Bev 

Norman), which in general terms appeared not to propose any acceptable improvement to the A38 

crossroads.   It was agreed that the Highways Advisory Group should meet to produce its own proposals.   

This would then be put to the Joint Parishes Group before inviting SCC to another meeting. 

Concern was expressed that the junction of Old Coach Road with the A38 at Cross was inadequately 

signed for northbound traffic, giving insufficient warning of the existence of Old Coach Road to drivers 

unfamiliar with the junction. 

The “Red Route” Improvement Scheme (A38) was to be regarded as a separate issue from the Cross-

crossroads problem. 

The clerk was asked to contact Liam Gill (SCC) to ask the status of any improvement scheme that may 

exist for Cross Lane aside from the current A38 discussions. 
8.2. Kennel Lane notice board:   This was now in place and had been photographed for parish records.   The 

Clerk was invited to remove and dispose of the old board and where possible repair the damage to the fence.   

He would also ensure that all parish boards had headers indicating that they are Parish Council boards and 

would display contact details for Chairman and Clerk. 
8.3. Other Highways matters: 

8.3.1. The Clerk was instructed to discover if SCC still planned to put a “no turning space” sign at the 

Webbington end of Kennel Lane as agreed recently by Chris Betty (SCC Highways).  It was noted that 

the vegetation obscuring the Cul-de-sac sign had been cleared.  The lane sign needed to be secured. 

8.3.2. The Clerk was instructed to discover also if SCC planned to repair the finger post at the Old Coach 

Road/Webbington Road junction. 

8.3.3. SCC was thanked for refurbishing and re-instating the direction sign at Church Lane/Webbington 

Road. 

 

9. Springfield Wildlife Site:  

9.1. Council agreed to posters advertising the “Summer Nature Diary” competition being displayed on all parish 

boards and on the website; copies should be provided by the Clerk to Cross Connection’s Chairman Mrs 

Claire Settle for circulation to interested people withintheir group.   Members agreed that the decision to 

award £30 prize money last year (Minutes 09/07/08 refers), but not claimed by Dr Ayling, should be 

rescinded and that the sum (£30) should be considered to be part of the £60 prize money agreed for this year 

at the June meeting. 

 

10. Website: Cllr Parker reported that this website was up to date. 

 

11. Correspondence: 
11.1. Avon and Somerset Police:   Correspondence between Inspector Sam Williams (Burnham Police) and a 

number of councillors and others was discussed at length.   In general, the review by the Inspector of Police 

handling of community issues in the parish had resulted in his concluding that the Police had acted 

appropriately.   Councillors felt there were a number of serious issues that needed clarification and it was 

RESOLVED that the Chairman should invite the Inspector to meet those to whom he had written, for a fuller 

discussion.  

 

Note:   At this point (21.07) the meeting was closed to ask a member of the public, who had received 

correspondence from the Police, if she wished to attend such a meeting.   She said she would.   The meeting was 

re-convened. (21.09) 

 
11.2. Mediation and Conciliation: Correspondence between the Chairman and Ms Wellman, Monitoring 

Officer at Sedgemoor District Council, was discussed at length.      It was RESOLVED unanimously that the 

Chairman should write to the Monitoring Officer explaining that the members would not consider any form 

of mediation or conciliation until the outcome of the outstanding  complaints made against Cllr. Byrne to 

SDC and forwarded by the District Council to the Standards Board Adjudication Panel, was known.    

Councillors agreed that should any such mediation/conciliation take place then a first step would be to 

discover exactly what process was being proposed by Ms Wellman.    To that end any material in the 

possession of the Council could be used to create a “position paper” if and when  mediation was progressed.  
11.3. PACT Meeting: It was noted that the next PACT (Police and Communities Together) meeting was to be 

held at Axbridge Town Hall at 19.00 hours on August 5th.    Posters had been displayed. 



11.4. Community Payback: Cllr Mrs Rix drew members’ attention to the fact that under the Community 

Payback Scheme, a workforce of offenders was available to carry out community tasks and that the 

Chairman of Winscombe Parish Council could supply details details. 

 

 

12. Date, time and place of the next monthly Council Meeting:  August 12th 2009 at Cross Memorial Hall at 19.30 

hours  

There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.45 hours. 

 

SIGNED AS A TRUE RECORD:   ………………………………………Chairman 

 

DATE:   …………………………………… 

 

 

 

 


